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Contacting us at Belchamp St Paul Primary 

For any general enquiry, to report an absence or to get in touch with the     

Office, please use admin.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org  

If you need to contact the head teacher, then please use 

head.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org bearing in mind that this may not be 

picked up instantly due to Mrs O’Connell’s classroom commitments.  

Should you wish to contact us directly by telephone, please use: 

01787 277222 

If you would like to arrange a telephone or Zoom call with any of our  teachers, 

please do get in touch with the office who can make the necessary arrange-

ments around the teaching commitments of staff.   

We are always happy to talk to families and address any concerns you may 

have or simply to answer questions about homework! 

A Message From Mrs O’Connell 
We have had a very productive term so far with many exciting events happen-

ing in school as well as at home since the introduction of the Junior Duke Award 

Scheme. We are thoroughly enjoying sharing in the children’s many successes 
and have been impressed at the progress some children have already made 

with this. There are lots of new skills being learnt! 

In addition, the children have undertaken some important work for charity this 

term. Not only did the children generate a very impressive £320.52 for the Dyslex-

ia Association and for SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disability) resources 

in school, thanks to our cross country event, the children also raised £164.15 for 

Children in Need. Thank you to all the parents for supporting the children with 

this, but I want to acknowledge Hattie in year 6 in particular, who personally 

gained a significant amount of sponsorship for the run, leading to our rather    

impressive total! 

As we edge towards Christmas, we have some more positive news on the horizon 

as we are due to welcome back Mrs Licence following on from the birth of baby 

Joshua earlier this year.  She will re-join the KS1 and EYFS teaching team along-

side Mrs Brinkley and Mrs Harding. We are very much looking forward to having 

her back and I know she is looking forward to becoming reacquainted with all 

the children.  

There is still much to be done in the final few weeks and staff are working hard to 

ensure that the run up to Christmas is as festive and near normal as we can make 

it, with Christmas dinner, class parties and a special Christmas film event all 

planned in the coming weeks. We will share more details with you very soon! 

Please                  

be aware... 

Following on from 

recent government 

guidance around the 

reintroduction  of 

face coverings in 

certain settings, we 

would kindly ask that 

when collecting your 

children from school 

you wear a mask as 

a courtesy and to 

help protect others. 

School drop-off tends 

to be less busy and 

many parents remain 

by their cars, howev-

er if you are dropping 

your children to the 

gate or  walking 

them around the 

back, then please 

wear a mask also. 

Dates for the Diary 

Fri, 3rd November    

Viking Day—Merlins 

Tue, 14th December 

Wrens & Robins Nativity 

PM performance  

Wed, 15th December 

Wrens & Robins Nativity 

evening performance  

Thur 16th December-

Class Xmas parties 

Fri, 17th December  

Last day of Term 

Tue, 4th January                  

Return to school 
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Wrens & Robins 

Wrens and Robins have been absorbed in many   

different activities this November. Amongst other 

things, they enjoyed cooking again as part of our 

topic on ‘Seasonal changes’. The children used 
an apple corer to remove the seeds from their 

cooking apple and filled the space with raisins 

and oats. While waiting for their turn to prepare 

their apple, the children discussed what they 

knew about the seed life cycle and why fruits are 

ripe and ready to eat in autumn.  

 

 They also started a new topic called 

‘Festival of Light’ and have learned about        
the Hindu festival, Diwali. They listened to  

the story of Rama and Sita and discov-

ered how Hindus celebrate this special 

festival of light. The children enjoyed 

dressing up in Indian saris and practising 

some Indian dancing.  

 

 

 

The children have been further developing 

their performance skills in readiness for their 

Christmas nativity which they are very excited 

to share with parents before too long. 

They have been busily learning the songs with 

the help of Mrs Harpur, who is an experienced 

music teacher and longstanding friend of the 

school, who has come us to help us out and 

ensure the children all sing like angles! 

Our play is called ‘Whoops-a-Daisy Angel’ 
which is a delightful story of a disorganised but 

lovable angel who is chosen to show the way 

to Bethlehem. It is one of our favourite          

productions and we’re keeping everything 
crossed that it will go ahead as planned as this 

will be our first live performance in quite some 

time! 

Wrens dressed up for Children in Need 

Robins performing Indian dances 



Merlins 

Recently, in Merlins’ class we have been doing lots of practical science experiments. We 
looked at the forces of push, pull, gravity and friction, testing which surfaces exerted the 

most friction on our moveable objects. Some of our predictions were accurate but some 

of us were surprised by our results. 

We also studied magnetism and did many experiments to see how strong different mag-

nets were, and what materials were magnetic. Again, there were some surprises espe-

cially regarding soft drink cans and coins! We managed to float paperclips and even 

made our own compasses and used them to have a treasure hunt in the school play-

ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have also enjoyed their art lessons this half term. We have looked for geo-

metric shapes in the natural and built environment, sketched soft drink cans and created 

fish from wire, a tricky job but the results were wonderful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we must make a special mention of ‘The Silent Trio’ – a group of three girls in year 

4 who really took our Children in Need day seriously. They set about raising money them-

selves by doing a sponsored silence in class on the day. It was an incredibly difficult thing 

to do, but they did brilliantly raising over £500, which is a fantastic achievement and we 

are very proud of them. 



Kestrels 

It has been a busy half term in Kestrels class. We have been learning long multiplication 

and division, which we have found a challenge! I have been really impressed with how 

the children have persevered with this and I think we are getting there now. I know 

some of the parents have needed to update their knowledge too! Thank you to all of 

you who have supported the maths homework. 

We have been fully immersed in our topic about mountains which has had lots of links 

with other areas of the curriculum. The children have written newspaper reports and an-

notated diagrams to explain why there are fossils of sea creatures at the top of Everest. 

Ask them, I wonder if they can explain what they have learnt? 

We have been learning about rhythm in music and have used instruments to follow our 

own composition, it was a noisy afternoon! In science we have made circuits and are 

currently investigating materials and their properties. 

Our prefects have done an amazing job in being such great ambassadors for our 

school. Not only did they do a great job on our open evening showing parents round, 

but they have also been talking to visitors to the school. I have been so impressed with 

how mature they have been and confident talking to people they don’t know. 

However, it’s not just parents that have been visiting our school. Mrs Spencer’s puppies 
made a special visit as part of our expanding animal family. Here are a few members of 

Kestrels enjoying a bit of ‘puppy therapy’. With wellbeing being such a priority in schools 
these days, it’s good to know there are plenty of pets around to support us! 


