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Contacting us at Belchamp St Paul Primary  

For any general enquiry, to report an absence or to get in touch with the     

Office, please use admin.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org   

If you need to contact the head teacher, then please use 

head.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org  bearing in mind that this may not be 

picked up instantly due to Mrs OõConnellõs classroom commitments.  

Should you wish to contact us directly by telephone, please use:  

01787 277222 

If you would like to arrange a telephone or Zoom call with any of our  teachers, 

please do get in touch with the office who can make the necessary arrange-

ments around the teaching commitments of staff.   

We are always happy to talk to families and address any concerns you may 

have or simply to answer questions about homework!  

A Message From Mrs OõConnell 

It feels very strange to be writing October on the board already. Where have the 

last few weeks gone? September has simply flown by and our Kestrels, Merlins, 

Robins and Wrens have been flying about all over the place. So far there have 

been trips to Wales, to London and a few excursions closer to home for our 

younger children. Forest School is now up and running and the children have 

ventured off site. Last week also saw a very autumnal blackberry walk as the 

weather took a dramatic turn.   

As we head towards the autumn break, I just want to congratulate all the       

children (but especially our new reception) for settling in so well and so enthusias-

tically. We have already put them all through their paces with the obligatory start 

of term assessments which help us measure progress over the coming year.  It 

always impresses me how good the children are at just taking all of this in their 

stride and there have been (almost) no complaints about all the work weõve had 

them doing. It probably helps that itõs been interspersed with some caving,      

abseiling, canoeing, train rides, opera, musicals and even a bit of baking! I find  

food always makes everything else so much more palatable.  

Ahead we still have our charity runs for the Dyslexia Association and the launch 

of our Junior Duke Award Scheme. We are on a mission this year to ensure that 

children continue to embrace the outdoors (as they did so brilliantly during lock-

down), to support others (something they also excelled at last year), and to push 

themselves by learning new skills and stepping out of their comfort zones. Having 

been in bubbles for so long, we want the children to make the most of their new -

found freedoms and experience life to the full. Theyõve already made a fantastic 

start!  

Please                  

be aware...  

There have been  

recent cases of 

Covid within our 

school community 

and whilst young 

people do not need 

to isolate in the case 

of a close contact, 

where the contact is 

within the household 

it may still be a      

sensible precaution 

while awaiting the 

result of a PCR test.  

We will of course trust 

the discretion of our 

parents and are    

always happy to talk 

it through with you. 

Remote learning will 

remain in place for 

isolating pupils.  

Dates for the Diary  

Wed, 3rd October   

Wrensõ catch-up  

meetings  

Fri, 8th October  Merlins 

& Kestrels 2.6 mile run  

Mon,25th to 29th      

October Half -term  

Mon, 1st November           

Non -pupil day  

Fri, 17th December  

Last day of Autumn 

Term 

Tue, 4th January                  

Return to school  

https://www.belchampstpaulschool.co.uk/
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Wrens & Robins  

Our new wrens have settled in beautifully. They have coped so well with all the changes 

and new routines and are already showing such independence. We are hugely           

impressed with their confidence as they navigate their way around the playground, in-

teracting with the older children and forging new friendships. They feel very much part 

of the Belchamp family already. Robins meanwhile are working incredibly hard and em-

bracing all the new challenges that Year 1 & 2 bring. They suddenly seem so grown up!  

Together we have been learning about the season of autumn. The children have had 

fun collecting a variety of fallen leaves and conkers from the school field to help them 

with their learning. They enjoyed a lovely autumnal walk last week and collected lots of 

blackberries! Once back in class, the children each made a blackberry pie to take 

home to try.  Robins have been learning about instructional sentences and wrote in-

structions on how to make blackberry pie, remembering to start each instruction with a 

bossy verb!  

Whilst Wrens have been exploring how to use all the activities in their class and garden 

fairly and safely, Robins have also been learning about a girl called Sappho who lived in 

the volcanic city of Pompeii in Italy. They have been finding out more about Sappho 

from a painting of her and understanding that we can find out about the past by look-

ing for evidence in various places. Robins have been fascinated learning about the vol-

cano that exploded near Pompeii 2000 years ago and will find out more about the 

eruption throughout this term.  

Well done to everyone in Wrens and Robins for trying hard with their effort and attitude 

to learning this term.  

Maths challenges  

Autumn activities  

Sorting tasks  

Our garden shop  



Merlins  

We travelled to London on Wednesday, 22 nd  September to enjoy the theatre production 

of Matilda, the Musical.  In order to keep costs low, we made the adventurous decision 

to travel by train to Liverpool Street Station, continuing on via the underground which the 

children thoroughly enjoyed. For many it was their first time on a train and very exciting!  

On our return to school, the children wrote recounts of their day, here are a few extracts:  

òWhen the train arrived, we all jumped on, I was so excited, our amazing journey had be-

gun. On the train it seemed so crowded, the air was filled with noise and excitement, we 

were all seething with curiosity and amazement.ó 

òMy favourite character was Lavender because I liked the part where she put a lizard in 

Miss Trunchbullõs jug of water.ó 

òWe walked into the Cambridge Theatre on Earlham Street and settled down to watch 

the show.  My favourite character was Bruce Bogtrotter.  He ate cake and was a bit fat.ó 

òLater that day, we went on another long walk to see Matilda the Musical. I loved it! My 

favourite parts were the songs.  It was quite surprising that Miss Trunchbull was a man, my 

favourite character was Mr Wormwood.ó 


