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Contacting us at Belchamp St Paul Primary 

For any general enquiry, to report an absence or to get in touch with the     

Office, please use admin.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org  

If you need to contact the head teacher, then please use 

head.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org bearing in mind that this may not be 

picked up instantly due to Mrs O’Connell’s classroom commitments.  

Should you wish to contact us directly by telephone, please use: 

01787 277222 

If you would like to arrange a telephone or Zoom call with any of our  teachers, 

please do get in touch with the office who can make the necessary arrange-

ments around the teaching commitments of staff.   

We are always happy to talk to families and address any concerns you may 

have or simply to answer questions about homework! 

A Message From Mrs O’Connell 

It feels very strange to be writing October on the board already. Where have the 

last few weeks gone? September has simply flown by and our Kestrels, Merlins, 

Robins and Wrens have been flying about all over the place. So far there have 

been trips to Wales, to London and a few excursions closer to home for our 

younger children. Forest School is now up and running and the children have 

ventured off site. Last week also saw a very autumnal blackberry walk as the 

weather took a dramatic turn.   

As we head towards the autumn break, I just want to congratulate all the       

children (but especially our new reception) for settling in so well and so enthusias-

tically. We have already put them all through their paces with the obligatory start 

of term assessments which help us measure progress over the coming year.  It 

always impresses me how good the children are at just taking all of this in their 

stride and there have been (almost) no complaints about all the work we’ve had 

them doing. It probably helps that it’s been interspersed with some caving,      

abseiling, canoeing, train rides, opera, musicals and even a bit of baking! I find  

food always makes everything else so much more palatable.  

Ahead we still have our charity runs for the Dyslexia Association and the launch 

of our Junior Duke Award Scheme. We are on a mission this year to ensure that 

children continue to embrace the outdoors (as they did so brilliantly during lock-

down), to support others (something they also excelled at last year), and to push 

themselves by learning new skills and stepping out of their comfort zones. Having 

been in bubbles for so long, we want the children to make the most of their new-

found freedoms and experience life to the full. They’ve already made a fantastic 

start! 

Please                  

be aware... 

There have been  

recent cases of 

Covid within our 

school community 

and whilst young 

people do not need 

to isolate in the case 

of a close contact, 

where the contact is 

within the household 

it may still be a      

sensible precaution 

while awaiting the 

result of a PCR test.  

We will of course trust 

the discretion of our 

parents and are    

always happy to talk 

it through with you. 

Remote learning will 

remain in place for 

isolating pupils. 

Dates for the Diary 

Wed, 3rd October   

Wrens’ catch-up  

meetings 

Fri, 8th October Merlins 

& Kestrels 2.6 mile run 

Mon,25th to 29th      

October Half-term  

Mon, 1st November           

Non-pupil day  

Fri, 17th December  

Last day of Autumn 

Term 

Tue, 4th January                  

Return to school 
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Wrens & Robins 

Our new wrens have settled in beautifully. They have coped so well with all the changes 

and new routines and are already showing such independence. We are hugely           

impressed with their confidence as they navigate their way around the playground, in-

teracting with the older children and forging new friendships. They feel very much part 

of the Belchamp family already. Robins meanwhile are working incredibly hard and em-

bracing all the new challenges that Year 1 & 2 bring. They suddenly seem so grown up! 

Together we have been learning about the season of autumn. The children have had 

fun collecting a variety of fallen leaves and conkers from the school field to help them 

with their learning. They enjoyed a lovely autumnal walk last week and collected lots of 

blackberries! Once back in class, the children each made a blackberry pie to take 

home to try.  Robins have been learning about instructional sentences and wrote in-

structions on how to make blackberry pie, remembering to start each instruction with a 

bossy verb! 

Whilst Wrens have been exploring how to use all the activities in their class and garden 

fairly and safely, Robins have also been learning about a girl called Sappho who lived in 

the volcanic city of Pompeii in Italy. They have been finding out more about Sappho 

from a painting of her and understanding that we can find out about the past by look-

ing for evidence in various places. Robins have been fascinated learning about the vol-

cano that exploded near Pompeii 2000 years ago and will find out more about the 

eruption throughout this term.  

Well done to everyone in Wrens and Robins for trying hard with their effort and attitude 

to learning this term.  

Maths challenges 

Autumn activities 

Sorting tasks 

Our garden shop 



Merlins 

We travelled to London on Wednesday, 22nd September to enjoy the theatre production 

of Matilda, the Musical.  In order to keep costs low, we made the adventurous decision 

to travel by train to Liverpool Street Station, continuing on via the underground which the 

children thoroughly enjoyed. For many it was their first time on a train and very exciting! 

On our return to school, the children wrote recounts of their day, here are a few extracts: 

“When the train arrived, we all jumped on, I was so excited, our amazing journey had be-

gun. On the train it seemed so crowded, the air was filled with noise and excitement, we 

were all seething with curiosity and amazement.” 

“My favourite character was Lavender because I liked the part where she put a lizard in 

Miss Trunchbull’s jug of water.” 

“We walked into the Cambridge Theatre on Earlham Street and settled down to watch 

the show.  My favourite character was Bruce Bogtrotter.  He ate cake and was a bit fat.” 

“Later that day, we went on another long walk to see Matilda the Musical. I loved it! My 

favourite parts were the songs.  It was quite surprising that Miss Trunchbull was a man, my 

favourite character was Mr Wormwood.” 



Kestrels 

It is hard to believe that we are in week 6 at school already!  

We are so lucky to have been able to squeeze in our trip to Wales. It was an 

amazing week and a great opportunity for our class to bond before the year ahead. 

We were blessed with beautiful warm weather and it was great to go back and be in 

the familiar setting of the farmhouse once again.  

It was a totally different experience doing the trip at the beginning of the year and it 

was good for the children to be independent away from home and learn many im-

portant life skills. Some of the children were apprehensive about some of the more   

challenging activities, but I am immensely proud of those that overcame their fears and 

had a go at everything. It is a truly incredible opportunity for our children and now quite 

a rarity as many schools opt for more low-key trips to closer locations. Nothing is quite 

the same as eating an ice cream in the shadow of Welsh mountains! 

The children have been presented with attendance certificates from the centre and 

some more amusing awards from us! They have seen all the photos which will soon be 

available on the website, just soon as we can load them all! 

Our final day- a little tired 

but still smiling! 

A view of Pen y Fan—this 

hopefully gives you a sense 

of the breath-taking     

scenery we enjoyed. The 

centre we stayed in is just 

below this mountain. 



The Junior Duke Award Scheme 

Hopefully by now you will have seen the emails and already signed up to this brilliant scheme 

which we are running in school, but I recognise that many of you may still have questions or be 

wondering what it’s all about. 

You will of course be acquainted with the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme or at least have 

heard of it. After the death of Prince Philip this year and subsequent tributes and documentaries 

about his life, so many young people and adults came forward to speak about how being part 

of the DofE had changed their lives for the better. This prompted me to see what was available 

for younger children. 

The Junior Duke Scheme was inspired by the DofE and aims to support children’s broader devel-

opment beyond the classroom. If Covid has taught us one thing, it is that children’s happiness 

and well-being are paramount and in this digital age, spending time outdoors is key to this. Life 

skills are just as vital as learning to read and write and yet they are often undervalued. As we saw 

in Wales, children thrive in a physical environment taking on new challenges and experiences. 

Our recent trip also enabled them to pick up a few practical skills too, from kitchen duties to be-

ing responsible for their own kit. There were cleaning routines after every excursion and conse-

quences to not drying your belongings out properly. No one wants to put on soggy socks! 

These things matter enormously because at some point in the future, all our children will need to 

fend for themselves and take responsibility for their own health, safety and well-being. The Junior 

Duke Scheme helps to equip children with some of the skills they will need. But in addition to this, 

it supports creative development too. We know not every child is academic and so it’s important 

that their talents in other areas are also fostered and celebrated.  Learning to play chess and 

ride a bike are equally valued and there are awards for drama and the arts too. 

Obviously, if you do decide that you’d like your child to partake, it will require a level of commit-

ment from you as parents. We will do as much as possible in school, but the reality is, they will 

need you to help them with everything from cooking to learning to tie their shoe laces and with-

out wishing to name or shame anyone, we do have quite a few Merlins and even Kestrels who 

still haven’t mastered this yet!  

 We do honestly believe however that as parents, you will derive an enormous amount of pleas-

ure in seeing your children succeed and master each level.  It will also provide new opportunities 

for you do things as a family. It is not meant to be a drain on your time. We really do appreciate 

how busy everyone’s lives are, but many of these things are about slowing down and enjoying 

the little things in life.  Plus, it would appear that in order to move up a level children must learn to 

do a number of household chores. I’m sure you could use this to your advantage!  

If you still have questions though, please do just ask. The £10 donation to sign up just enables us to 

cover the costs, but we hope it won’t deter anyone. We’d very much like all the children to join 

us on this journey. We think it will be worth it! 


