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Contacting us at Belchamp St Paul Primary 

For any general enquiry, to report an absence or to get in touch with the Of-

fice, please use admin.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org  

If you need to contact the head teacher directly, then please use 

head.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org bearing in mind that this may not be picked 

up instantly due to Mrs O’Connell’s classroom commitments.  

Should you wish to contact us directly by telephone, please use: 

01787 277222 

If you would like to arrange a telephone or Zoom call with any of our    teach-

ers, please do get in touch with the office who can make the          necessary 

arrangements around the teaching commitments of staff.  We appreciate it is 

difficult at the moment and we are not as accessible as we might like to be, 

but we are still keen to talk to families and address any  concerns you may 

have or simply to answer questions about homework! 

A Message From Mrs O’Connell 

It is hard to believe that we are nearly half way through the summer term alt-

hough the weather doesn’t seem to have caught up with us yet.  We realise now 

how blessed we were last year enjoying those long, sunny days as we adjusted 

to life in lockdown. Although warm weather has been in short supply lately, the 

children continue to amaze us with their resilience and adaptability.   

We are now as close to ‘normal’ as we have been in a long while.  Regrettably, 

we still need to keep to our bubbles despite the easing of restrictions elsewhere. 

We appreciate that this is immensely frustrating, but it is in everyone’s best inter-

ests. It may seem strange, when so much is changing outside of school, that we 

need to persist with the measures we have in place. However, it is precisely be-

cause rules are becoming relaxed elsewhere and the R rate is likely to increase, 

that we need to maintain the integrity of our bubbles. Keeping school open so 

children can learn and socialise is paramount and a single case could threaten 

that, so I’m asking everyone to bear with us a little longer . 

You’ll be glad to know that everything else is going swimmingly! Reception and 

Class 1 have embraced  the brilliant Mrs Brinkley who joined the team at the start 

of the summer term and we have been delighted to have Miss Root join us too 

as part of her training in early years childcare and development.  Elsewhere 

across the school, children have been enjoying PE with Mr Larkin and Mrs Shinn 

has been brought her creativity to Class 2 taking on art and DT. While Mrs Mill-

gate, ably supported by Mrs Basham, continues to deliver German.  We are 

abuzz with activity which is just how we like it! 

Please                  

be aware... 

Despite the easing of 

national restrictions, 

children will remain in 

bubbles as per gov-

ernment guidance 

for schools. We ask 

for your continued 

support with this. 

Home time arrange-

ments also remain 

the same, including  

face coverings and 

collection times as 

follows: 

Reception &         

Class 1 -3.15pm 

Class 2-3.20pm 

Class 3—3.25pm 

Dates for the Diary 

Tuesday 18th May – 

Class1 & Reception 

photos 

Wednesday 19th May – 

Class 2 photos 

Thursday 20th May – 

Class 3 photos 

Monday, 31st May Sum-

mer half-term break 

Thursday, 8th July—

Sports Day—Year 6 

Friday, 16th  July—Year 

6 Leaver’s event 

Tuesday, July 20th—Last 

day of term 
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Reception & Class 1 

Rather than hear from the class teachers, we thought we’d let the children share their news with 

you instead.  This report is from Nathan & Ivy. 

“We have been learning all about frogs, tadpoles and life cycles.  We even have real tadpoles 

in our classroom which we can look at.” Ivy 

“We are also learning about ladybirds, butterflies and caterpillars. I enjoyed learning about them 

best. I also like maths. It’s really fun. Mrs Brinkley gives us loads of challenges we can do after 

we’ve finished. She puts all different things on tables like skip counting and multiplying.” Nathan. 

“We’re doing times tables. Now we’re doing our fives. We also have a tens snake to help us 

learn. It’s not real which is good because I’m terrified of snakes!” Ivy 

“We have Miss Root in our class now. She’s really nice and she helps us with our work.” Nathan 

“One other good thing is that for phonics we get to go outside in the atrium. It’s quiet and it 

helps us concentrate, except sometimes we can hear the birds.” Ivy 

Noah’s report from reception: 

“I like learning about frogs and dogs and birds. I liked meeting Tonks and Luna (the budgies)” 

 “Forest School  is good because we can play. We have a real pond. It’s small. It has water and 

rocks inside. Frogs are going to come in it, but not yet. They are tadpoles. They wriggle around.” 

Reception also have a new pupil. Noah said, “Zienna is my friend. I like to play with her. She’s 

nice!” 



Class 2 

Report by Poppy and Thomas 

This term we have been learning about ‘A Bug’s Life’ for our topic. It’s a Disney film 

about an ant called Flik who goes on an adventure to find some warrior bugs to 

save the colony. We have written poems about Ant Island and created adverts. 

Right now we are looking at poems about cities and learning to use personification.  

“I like creating your own personification. It’s really fun because you can use your 

imagination to come up with interesting ideas like—the ivy wrapped round the tree 

in a tight embrace.” Poppy 

“I’m enjoying building the bug house with Mrs Shinn. She’s quite strict, but it’s good 

because she keeps everyone in order.” Thomas 

Recently we have bought new school tablets and laptops so on Fridays we have been doing 

computing with Mrs Millgate and Mrs Basham.  We have to add the code to get the parrot to do 

things, but if it doesn’t work it’s because the algorithm is wrong and then you have to fix it.   

In science we have started to learn about different types of rock: metamorphic, sedimentary 

and igneous and anthropic. A few pupils have been bringing in rocks to show and identify. Ava 

found one which used to be a sea sponge and could be hundreds of thousands or even millions 

of years old! 

We also have a new member of class called Telia. She became our BEL Champ last week be-

cause she is good at maths and she concentrates hard in lessons. She also has a little sister in re-

ception called Zienna.  

This week Class 2 also had a visitor in school. Her name is Ruby and she is a Dachshund who is just 

15 weeks old. We all got to stroke her and a few people got to give her treats.  



Class 3 
Report by Grace & Amelie 

A new term has begun and we are getting back into our routine at school. We are learning 

about different topics like the Maya region and how to use a protractor. A few of the sub-

jects we are most enjoying are art, Mr Larking’s PE and music. We were really excited to 

come back into class 3 and be with our teachers and friends once again. 

We have recently welcomed a new friendly face into our class, she has fitted in superbly and 

has become one of our best friends. Hattie Collingwood is an excellent addition to our class 

and is caring, kind and friendly. We are proud to congratulate our BEL champs for this week, 

George Basham and Edward Maguire.  

Since returning to school, we have become closer to our classmates due to sitting next to 

them as our table partners. This has taught us to be more tolerant. 

Over half-term the atrium has become more interesting and decorative. It has a nature vibe. 

On the walls, there are beautiful paintings of tree and birds. The budgies are lovely additions 

to the atrium and we sometimes get to hold them. The sound they make makes the atrium 

sound alive.  

As the weather is getting warmer we are enjoying the pleasure of eating outside which 

makes a change from the classroom. Hopefully the weather will keep improving. We are en-

joying the term so far and we are excited for what’s to come. 

 




