
Friday 5th March 2021 

www.belchampstpaulschool.co.uk 

Contacting us at Belchamp St Paul Primary 

For any general enquiry, to report an absence or to get in touch with the 

Office, please use admin.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org  

If you need to contact the head teacher directly, then please use 

head.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org bearing in mind that this may not be 

picked up instantly due to Mrs O’Connell’s classroom commitments.  

Should you wish to contact us directly by telephone, please use: 

01787 277222 

If you would like to arrange a telephone or Zoom call with any of our    

teachers, please do get in touch with the office who can make the          

necessary arrangements around the teaching commitments of staff.  We 

appreciate it is difficult at the moment and we are not as accessible as we 

might like to be, but we are still keen to talk to families and address any  

concerns you may have or simply to answer questions about homework! 

A Message From Mrs O’Connell 

So much has happened since the last newsletter, that it’s hard to know where 

to begin!  We all hoped and prayed that the Lockdown of 2020 would be the 

last time schools would need to close and then we found ourselves facing the 

same scenario this January, except in many ways this was harder. 

How we missed the glorious weather of last spring and all those fabulous out-

door learning opportunities! The novelty of daylong pyjama-wearing wore off 

quickly in the weeks after Christmas and before long, we were all hoping for a 

return to normality. This second time round, many parents were under addition-

al work pressures and the near impossible juggling act of being both parent 

and teacher began to take its toll.  And yet, somehow, everyone kept going. 

Parents joined us in the daily Zooms, got to grips with phonics, fractions and RE 

lessons. You joined in with Joe Wicks, helped with construction challenges, 

tapped out rhythms with Mr Palekar and walked miles in honour of Captain Sir 

Tom Moore. You became co-educators, a partnership we’d love to continue, 

and we can’t thank you all enough for sticking with us throughout. 

We are so excited to be welcoming the children back into school at long last 

and we imagine that a few of you will feel a sense of relief at that prospect. 

But hopefully you will look back fondly on a few of those lockdown                

experiences, given time and a chance to recover. As we move into the spring, 

it is reassuring to know that there will soon be brighter days ahead! 

Please                  

be aware... 

Children will remain in 

bubbles for the    

foreseeable future 

and we would ask 

that you continue to 

support us with this by 

wearing face cover-

ings when dropping 

off and collecting 

children from school. 

We will stagger home 

time as follows : 

Reception &         

Class 1 -3.15pm 

Class 2-3.20pm 

Class 3—3.25pm 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Monday, 8th  March 

Return to school—all 

year groups 

Friday,19th March 

Red Nose Day—see 

separate letter. 

Friday, 26th March— 

Last day of Spring 

Term 

Easter Break—

Monday, 29th March 

till Friday, 9th April  

Monday 12th April  

Return to school 
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Reception 

Wow, what a wonderfully busy and tiring 8 weeks of home learning, but we did it! Well done to 

all the lovely Reception parents for putting in such a great effort at home and making a differ-

ence to your child’s education. Thank you for your observations, photos and emails letting us 

know how you have been getting on with your children at home. 

Some of our highlights… 

· Our theme this term has been ‘Winter’ and the children have been enjoying lots of practical 

and creative activities, from learning about animals that hibernate, to exploring polar animals. 

· All the children enjoyed joining in with The Big Bird Watch, practising their counting and tallying 

skills; observational drawings and much more! They also had lots of fun learning about Chinese 

New Year, completing lots of creative activities. 

· We have been very busy covering the rest of our initial letter sounds and learning new graph-

emes and tricky words. The children’s writing is progressing so well. 

· We have been learning all about 3D shapes and hunting around school and our houses and 

gardens to find these shapes! We have also been exploring numbers below 10 in lots of detail. 

Here are just a few of the wonderful photos from our learning… 



Class 1 

Class 1 have worked really hard during this recent lockdown and I am so proud of them all. 

Many thanks also to all the Class 1 parents and carers who have supported the school by help-

ing their children with home learning for the second time! Well done also to all the children who 

have been coming into school every day. Mrs Murray has said how well you have worked with 

each other. Of course, we must give sincere thanks to the key workers amongst our parents who 

have worked tirelessly during this pandemic and for all our teaching assistants & support staff 

who have been in school throughout. 

It has been great to see all of Class 1 during our morning zoom assemblies and I know the chil-

dren have enjoyed seeing their classmates and discussing and listening to each other’s news. 

We have also had fun playing ‘Scavenger Hunt’ together with the children deciding what to 

hunt for! Another good game was the ‘Sock game’ where we all had to guess whether each 

person had on 1 sock, 2 socks or no socks! The children enjoyed bringing their toys to the assem-

blies and they were really useful when we were learning about nouns and verbs! We had fun 

sending each other emojis at the end of each session and even making our own moustaches 

using a pen or pencil! 



Class 2 

It’s been an adventure and we have learnt a lot of lessons along the way! I have learnt to never 

attempt a class assembly with a dog on the loose and the children have all learnt lessons in     

patience as we’ve grappled with technology.  Zooming will never be a substitute for face to 

face learning, but I have nonetheless come to love our morning meetings and hearing every-

one’s daily news. My dog was not the only pet to make an appearance. We’ve met many over 

the weeks and become very well acquainted with Mrs Millgate’s cats too.  

We have also got to know Hannah’s spiderlings along the way and watched the progress of    

Alfie’s models. Felix has provided us with invaluable information all about the various gaming   

options on the Nintendo Switch with the occasional contribution from fellow gamer, Caleb.  We 

have seen Henry move house and Max persevere with home learning whilst some major works 

were taking place in his family home. It did get exceptionally cold over at his house and yet he 

still appeared in his fluffy dressing gown and wrapped in blankets.   

Class 2 (in school) was no better as temperatures plummeted to near arctic conditions, hitting 

two degrees at one point. Yet, still we stuck rigidly to our risk assessment keeping doors and win-

dows open, while I pondered whether the risk of hypothermia might be greater than the risk of 

Covid. Throughout this Mrs Basham and Miss Wordley came into to school every day without 

complaint (well, perhaps the odd grumble about the cold) and supported our lockdown bubble 

with their daily lessons. 

I think we can also agree that Mrs Millgate’s efforts have been nothing short of heroic. Not only 

has she been providing ‘Maths Help’ every day, but all of Class 2 will have experienced her love-

ly feedback and words of encouragement. In short, Class 2 have been a fantastic team (and I 

include the Class 2 parents in that). I have been so impressed with everyone’s effort, even on 

those dark and lonely days when people weren’t really in the mood, but did it any way.  

This most recent lockdown has been far from ideal, but I think the children will have good memo-

ries to look back on, from amazing everyone with their incredible pastel art to making iced buns. 

Perhaps walking with the family, making snow angels or doing PE with Mr Larking will stand out. 

I’m hopeful that children also picked up some useful literacy skills, know how electrical circuits 

work or what causes volcanoes to erupt. Some may even be experts on fractions by now, but if 

not, that’s fine too. We’re ready to embark on the next stage of the journey and can’t wait to 

see everyone on Monday! 



Class 3 

This was not the return to school that we were all expecting, but deciding from the beginning to 

set a daily morning call with the class has been brilliant! We have developed this over the weeks 

so we did spellings and comprehensions together. We shared our results of assessments and tests 

and congratulated our Bel Champs on a Friday. It has been lovely to retain a certain level of 

normality of every day school helping children with maths and giving feedback on written work. 

Every child in the class has engaged and I have been able to keep close contact with children 

at school. Having a weekly timetable has also been hugely successful, meaning parents could 

plan ahead and organise their time around the commitments of home schooling. It has not 

been easy at times, but I am so impressed with the independence and perseverance of the chil-

dren in my class. 

We have covered a variety of topics during our online learning from Space, Forces, Hinduism, 

story writing, drawing, music, paper craft and healthy living. I want to thank parents for their sup-

port in helping with all of this, I am so impressed with the quality of some of the work I have seen 

over the weeks. A highlight for the class was our Belchamp Bake Off at half term when Joseph 

Calver was crowned as our ‘star baker’! 

In school fun with our lockdown bubble! Thanks to Mrs Jones, Mrs Millgate & Mrs McBride for 

their unwavering support and tolerating the cold classrooms. 



In honour of Captain Sir Tom Moore 
When things got tough, we set you all a new challenge, but we never 

anticipated such an incredible response.  

Class 1 & Reception managed an amazing 520km, Class 2 a wonderful 

693km while Class 3 reached a hugely impressive 810km.  

That is 2,023km in total!  

Captain Sir Tom Moore would have been so pleased to see his wonderful 

legacy continue.  Well done Belchamp. You absolutely smashed it! 


