Friday 25th September 2020

www.belchampstpaulschool.co.uk
Contacting us at Belchamp St Paul Primary
As of next week our existing email addresses are changing. This will help us
streamline communications and hopefully ensure you receive a speedy
response to any queries you might have.
For any general enquiry, to report an absence or to get in touch with the
Office, please use admin.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org
During lockdown, the quickest way to make contact was often through a
direct email to the teacher. However now that teachers are back in class,
these emails are often not picked up until much later in the day. Therefore
could we ask that emails are now sent to the office for the attention of the
relevant teacher who will then be notified by office staff.

Wellies
So that we can
continue to make full
use of our playing
field as the weather
becomes a little
more autumnal,
please send in a pair
of named wellies for
your child/ren.

If you need to contact the head teacher directly, then please use

head.belchampstpaul@dcvst.org bearing in mind that this may not be
picked up instantly due to Mrs O’Connell’s classroom commitments.

A Message From Mrs O’Connell
Firstly, a warm welcome to our new children this term. We were particularly
impressed by how well reception children came in those first few days—so
confident and so brave! They are a real credit to their parents. Further up the
school, we welcome Nathan, Eloise & Edward who have also settled in brilliantly and now feel very much part of the Belchamp family.
We are so pleased to have the vast majority of our children back in school
these past few weeks. There have been a few colds and sniffles, but this is no
different from any other year. It’s just we’re all that bit more conscious of them
this time around! We’re doing our best to carry on as normal though in spite of
a few necessary changes.
Our classrooms do look a little different with desks organised in rows, all facing
the front. Although this arrangement would be quite familiar to many of our
parents for whom this was once the norm, it has taken some getting used to.
Lunches are now staggered, but our fantastic lunchtime staff are managing
this very efficiently, supported by both teaching & office staff who are kindly
forgoing their breaks to accommodate this. It’s a real team effort!
The children, for their part, are doing an amazing job of respecting the zones
in the playground and I have rarely seen the space so well utilised as children
now occupy every area. It’s a lovely sight and feels just as it should be.

Please
be aware...
That the road outside
the school can be
quite busy at times,
despite our lovely
rural location,
especially at home
time.
Please help us keep
children safe by
respecting the fact
that we ask children
to wait on the
pavement once let
through the gate until
they are collected by
an adult.

Reception
Our new Reception have settled in remarkably well and are now in full-time. They are
exploring the Reception Class and outdoor area and as the weather has been so kind to
us, we have spent most of our days outside. We have begun our phonics and numeracy
lessons and the children have also very much enjoyed P.E. with Mr Larkin and German
with Mrs Millgate.
We have an All about Me theme at present and will be moving onto Autumn soon.
Yesterday we went on a blackberry walk with Class 1 then made blackberry pies!

Class 1
We are very proud how well children have settled into Class 1 after so long away from
school. All of the children returned with smiles on their faces and happy to see all their
friends and teachers.
We have had a gentle return to learning with lots of opportunities for children to explore
the ‘choosing’ areas in the classroom. These areas include a pretend bakery to help the
children understand where the fire started during the Great Fire of London and a small
world fire station.
The children are working hard to regain their important learning skills throughout the curriculum and getting used to the routines in school again. Class 1 enjoyed their blackberry
walk this week; especially making their own blackberry pie and eating it!

Class 2
The children in Class 2 have quickly adapted to their new environment and, for some,
new teachers. Mrs Millgate has joined Mrs O’Connell and both Mrs Basham and Miss
Wordley have also followed the Year 3s into their new classroom creating a strong team
of familiar adults.
We have started our Florida topic by learning to navigate our way around the Magic
Kingdom. Map reading was trickier than expected, but children worked well together to
find their way around locating six different attractions and then planning a route across
the park, allowing for various pitstops along the way to pick up snacks and use the facilities! Since then they have been exploring the creatures of the Everglades and produced
some lovely artwork based on dragonflies.
The are also two new additions to Class 2’s growing menagerie of animals—two budgies
named Tonks and Luna being held here by two of our prefects Isabella & Poppy.

Class 3
It has been a strange start back this September. Although it has been business as normal
in class, we have been quite restricted in how we do things. The children have adapted
brilliantly and have embraced all the changes that have been put in place.
We have been learning about World War 2 and in particular The Battle of Britain and how
important it was in the lead up to victory. The children have enjoyed looking at original
photos and footage and using these as evidence to build opinions on the events leading
to the Battle of Britain. The children have already completed some fabulous pieces of
homework.
In Maths we have been learning to round numbers and have been using the column
method to add and subtract numbers. The children have also been getting to grips with
times tables grids and many of them can already complete them in less than 10 minutes.
We have been getting outside and enjoying the last of the summer sun, playing rounders
on the field. There are some really good batters and fielders in our class, I have had to
duck on more than one occasion!

