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Contacting us at Belchamp St Paul Primary 

To make it easier for parents, we have added email addresses for you to use 

if you’d like to contact us.  

As a guide…  

For any general enquiry, to report an absence or to get in touch with the 

Office, please use admin@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk. If you’re not sure 

which address to use or need a quick response, use this one.  

To get in touch with Mrs Sarti directly, please use:                                                              

head@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk          

To get in touch with Mrs O’Connell, you can use: 

doconnell@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk 

To contact our SENCO, Ms Stuart, you can use: 

kirsty.stuart@ridgewell.essex.sch.uk  

Dates for the Diary 

It does look increasingly 

less likely that  these 

dates will be of any real 

significance to you, but 

in the spirit of optimism I 

have left them anyway! 

Friday 8th May—          

Bank Holiday 

25th May—29th May—

Summer Half-Term 

Friday 10th July —

Sport’s Day 

Friday 17th July—

Leaver’s Assembly 

A Message From Mrs O’Connell 

I’d like to begin by welcoming you back after what was a very 

unusual Easter Break. We were blessed with some exceptionally 

fine weather, but opportunities to enjoy it were somewhat limited 

under the circumstances. Still, I hope many of you made it out-

side to enjoy the sunshine by taking a walk or bike ride or even 

just sitting in the garden.  I devoted quite a bit of time trying to 

improve the appearance of my rather overgrown garden, but it 

was also lovely to spend so much time with my family.  

One thing that keeps coming up when discussing the strange sit-

uation we all find ourselves in, is that so many positives are being 

found in what is essentially a terrible time for the country. From 

learning to appreciate the little things in life which we normally all 

take for granted to valuing others. I’m hoping we will all come 

out of this much more appreciative of what we have and with 

strengthened relationships. Having raised four, I fully appreciate 

that entertaining children at home can be exhausting, but I bet 

you will be left with some really special memories of your time to-

gether.  

Please                  

be aware... 

That while the school 

is closed, we are still 

here to support you 

as much as possible. 

Please do not hesi-

tate to get in touch 

via email or through 

the Learning Plat-

form. 

In order to access the 

Learning Platform, 

simply click on the DB 

Primary link which 

can be found in the      

Parent Zone on the 

school website.  

www.belchampstpaulsch

ool.co.uk/ 
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A little message about History from Mrs Shinn 

 

 

 

 

 

As you may have noticed each of the staff have taken on area of DB Primary. As I am   re-

sponsible for Humanities I have taken on History to try to finish our rota of topics this year, as 

best I can! The scheme of work we use does involve a lot of discussion with the children and 

practical activities, which are not easy to deliver remotely! 

I have tried to balance giving the children (and you!) the information you need together 

with small tasks designed to help with understanding and interpretation. Please appreciate 

that these lessons have been adapted for use at home and may not be perfect, so any sup-

port you give your child with discussion and additional research would be hugely beneficial. 

Generally, you and your child will have information to read through and a task attached to 

reflect upon what you have learnt. If you have any problems or questions please email me. 

We are all learning to adapt to this new way of teaching! 

Online Learning 

We have been thrilled at how well so many of you have taken to online learning, but we do 

also recognise its limitations and occasional difficulties. For some families, it has suited you 

better to come up with your own ways of working rather than rely on our Learning Platform 

which is of course completely fine. Everyone’s circumstances and time commitments are 

slightly different and we all need to find a way of working which suits us. 

Whether you join us daily on our Learning Platform or not, if you are fortunate enough to 

have access to a computer and a reliable internet connection, I would still like to suggest a 

couple of things you could try. 

For maths, it is vital to practise daily and the Maths Factor offers a fun, interactive way of 

getting children engaged. It is currently free to join and many children will remember that 

we used to have access to it via Active Learn. For those, who haven’t yet tried it or would 

like to give it another go, here’s the link:  https://www.themathsfactor.com/  

For English skills, the recently launched Oak National Academy offers daily lessons across a 

range of subjects, but the reading comprehension and grammar lessons are pretty good. If 

you haven’t already come across this site, here’s the link: https://www.thenational.academy/  

We do already use a selection of these lessons on our Learning Platform if they connect with 

our existing topics, but if you are doing your own thing at home, it might be worth a try! 
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This week Reception Class have been learning about 3D shapes for Numeracy. 

They have been sorting, making buildings and even making a chair for Baby Bear.    

Florence and Grace even managed to incorporate some 3D baking in the form 

of cuboid flapjacks and a biscuit Big Ben!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I continue to be amazed by all that you are doing at home Reception and your families. 

Well done and have a happy weekend! 

 

Reception News by Mrs Murray 

 

Evie created a       

wonderful chair which 

she then cleverly 

adapted to make a 

wheelchair for her   

rabbit! 

 

Freddie has been busy 

making beautiful salt 

dough hugs to sent to 

family and friends.  Very 

thoughtful Freddie!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have sent us some beautiful Aboriginal dot paintings of their hands too. 

  

Class 1 News by Mrs Harding 

Well done Class 1 for  working 

hard on all the activities this 

week! 

As well as practising spellings, 

phonics and grammar the 

children have investigated a 

picture of a lady called     

Sappho and learnt about the 

continent of Africa.  

Maryann has done 

some interesting writing 

about her tadpoles as 

you can see in these 

photos. Evelyn has also 

been learning about life 

cycles. 

Here’s Hannah  working hard at 

her geography.  Just like Mrs Shinn, 

she obviously loves maps! 



 

Class 2 News by Mrs O’Connell 

 

Class 2 continue to impress me everyday with their incredible commitment to learning. 

Despite being at home and presumably surrounded by distractions, so many of the chil-

dren manage to keep their focus and produce work of an excellent standard each and 

every day. It doesn’t seem to matter how many tasks we set the children, they embrace 

the work with enthusiasm. It really helps that there are some wonderfully supportive par-

ents there behind the scenes steering the children in the right direction and offering 

them encouragement. Home Learning is very much a team effort and I think we have 

an excellent team. Thank you parents! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Esmai’s nature walk 

I don’t think any of us can underesti-

mate the importance of getting     

outside to enjoy a bit of nature. It’s 

lovely that so many of you are doing 

just that.  Many of you have  written 

about walks and bikes rides through 

our  beautiful countryside. We are so 

lucky to be experiencing lockdown in 

such a lovely part of the world! Here is 

a wonderful montage from Esmai of 

her time outdoors exploring the flora 

and fauna in her local neighbour-

hood. 

with parents 

 Writing tasks this week have been 

based on one of my favourite 

films. If you missed the second  

lesson, it’s worth a look as it       

includes an extended scene! 



Class 3 News by Mrs Shinn 

What a strange month it has been! I have never been a teacher in front of a screen before! I 

have been amazed at some of the things that the children have been up to and how much 

progress some of them have made. It has been lovely to get to know some of you better, even 

if it is through email! We have all had good days and more challenging days, but I have been 

constantly impressed by all the makes, bakes and creations I have seen pictures of. Keep them 

coming! They really brighten my day! I have chosen just a few of my favourites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



I have suggested that the children make their own bunting and put it 

up in their window - ready for VE Day on Friday 8th May. 

In order to commemorate the 75th anniversary there had been big 

plans for Britain to have lots of events and street parties on VE Day 

this year, but sadly these have had to be cancelled because of the 

Coronavirus. 

But, we still want you to celebrate VE Day and honour the men and 

women of WW2. 

Attached is an article and video showing you how to make your own 

bunting which you can then display in your front window for all to 

see. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting 

Here’s a lovely example already created by Poppy: 

 

 

 

A Final Suggestion  by Mrs Jones 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting

