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Contacting us at Belchamp St Paul Primary 

To make it easier for parents, we have added email addresses for you to use 

if you’d like to contact us.  

As a guide…  

For any general enquiry, to report an absence or to get in touch with the 

Office, please use admin@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk. If you’re not sure 

which address to use or need a quick response, use this one.  

To get in touch with Mrs Sarti directly, please use:                                                              

head@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk          

To get in touch with Mrs O’Connell, you can use: 

doconnell@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk 

To contact our SENCO, Ms Stuart, you can use: 

kirsty.stuart@ridgewell.essex.sch.uk  

A Message From Mrs O’Connell 

After many weeks at home, it was wonderful to see a number of 

children return to school last week. It was a slightly tentative start 

with some nervous looking faces on arrival, but within an hour of 

being back everyone had pretty much settled in and it was back 

to normal...almost! School does look quite different in terms of the 

classroom layouts and the daily routine, however everyone 

seems to be enjoying themselves. 

Since March it has felt incredibly busy as a school despite not 

having the children around. There is always a lot to be done 

‘behind the scenes’ and the Learning Platform, online training 

and provision for key worker children has kept staff fully occu-

pied. However, just like the children, a number of staff have been 

busy at home learning new skills and exploring the outdoors at 

weekends. As the children have been so brilliant at sharing what 

they’ve been up at home, we felt it was only fair to share with 

you what we’ve been up to during lockdown. Thank you to all 

the staff for your hard work and commitment to the school but 

also for allowing me to show your pictures! 

Please                  

be aware... 

That while the       

majority of children 

are still learning at 

home, many of our 

staff are now busy 

teaching in school. 

For this reason, it may 

sometimes take a 

little longer to get a 

response on the 

Learning Platform. So 

if you could just bear 

with us and we will 

reply to emails, leave 

feedback and offer 

help just as soon as 

we are able to.  We 

are still here for you! 

Transition 

We are now working 

closely with both 

Hedingham and Stour 

Valley to ensure a 

smooth transition of 

all our Year 6s. Please 

be assured, plans are 

afoot! 

At the other end of the 

school, welcome packs 

have now been sent 

out to our new recep-

tion. We look forward 

to meeting them! 

https://www.belchampstpaulschool.co.uk/
mailto:head@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk


Mrs Murray says, ‘I decided to have a try 

at soap making recently as we were run-

ning out of soap and it was difficult to 

get from the shops near the beginning of 

lock down. Inspired by one of my favour-

ite shops, Lush, I thought I would try mak-

ing some chunky home-made soaps us-

ing natural oils of rose and lavender and 

added some lemon peel, honey and 

oats.  

I really enjoyed making these. Some of 

the process was outside as the weather 

was hot and the fumes from some        

ingredients, strong!  

I am now hoping to try my hand at 

shampoo bars!’ 

Mrs Murray—Soap making 

I am a keen gardener and nature lover.    

Being at home more during lockdown in with 

the fantastic warm weather has given me 

the opportunity to witness some wonderful 

wildlife sights and sounds in our garden. I 

have risen before the sun to listen to the 

dawn chorus; tried to identify different bird 

songs; watched a family of blackbirds and 

another of blue tits raise their chicks right on 

our patio; watched a badger waddle 

through the garden in broad daylight; start-

ed a ‘meadow’ on area of poor grass; sown 

seeds and grown bee friendly flowers; been 

on ‘Pondwatch’ observing newts, damsel-

flies, dragonflies, skaters, snails, boatmen 

and more. Top Trump wildlife sight, which I 

never would have seen if I was at school, 

was to watch a newly emerged hawker 

dragonfly (vacant larval case beside it)     

expand it wings and take its maiden flight 

high into the trees to keep safe for the first 

few days of its life. Isn’t nature amazing?! 

We have also re-homed a cat with a broken 

leg, who goes by the name of Mr Todd 

(which you will know is a fox – not sure if that 

counts!)   

Miss Wordley’s Wildlife Watch 



It may come as a surprise to you to know 

(it certainly did to me) that Mrs Harding 

has been helping Mr Harding with bee-

keeping! They were asked to collect a 

new swarm from a house in Colchester 

and then had to construct a new hive.  

They now have three! In this picture, Mrs 

Harding is checking the frame for honey.  

Amazing! Who knew? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Harding—Beekeeping Skills 

Mrs Basham—Out and about on her bike! 

Mrs Basham says, ‘I am enjoying 

the gorgeous weather and the 

sights and sounds of nature, by 

going on extra cycle rides on my 

bike ‘Bluey’, I have covered 

many miles through the local 

countryside.   Barney the dog is 

happier, as he is  going on long-

er walks around the fields and 

my family are grateful that there 

is now homemade cake and 

bread to eat!   

Lastly, I have found 

time to re-read the 

Harry Potter series 

……. again!’  



Mrs Licence says, ‘We have been 

very busy during lockdown, consisting 

of many walks and bike rides. We 

have discovered many new country-

side routes around Halstead, includ-

ing a long walk down a lane, through 

a field and a wooded area, which 

led us to Halstead Reservoir.’ 

‘We also have a new addition to the 

family. A beautiful grey and white kit-

ten, named Smudge. He is so loving 

and playful - Freddie and Harrison 

adore him!’ 

 

Kitten cuddles with Mrs Licence 

‘Harrison has now turned one and is 

walking - how time flies! Freddie is 

enjoying his home learning but miss-

ing his friends and teachers very 

much.’ 

It is lovely to see the boys out and 

about on their bikes. We’ve really      

enjoyed seeing pictures of so many of 

you children cycling with your families. 

 

 

 

Boys on bikes! 



 

 

Mrs Jones says, ‘During lockdown I 

have had to learn a new skill - cutting 

hair!   Mr Jones and my son Ollie were 

both desperate for a haircut and 

eventually let me loose with the       

scissors.  I have now cut their hair twice 

with quite successful results.  I have to 

admit I was quite nervous the first time 

as I soon discovered it is much harder 

than it looks!’ 

Hairdressing with Mrs Jones 

I realise that these two occupations have almost noth-

ing in common beyond the rhyme and assonance, 

which I hope my class have noticed and appreciate! 

Still, I have spent a fair bit of time hatching out and 

caring for chicks as well as learning to lay bricks during 

the weeks of lockdown. It turns out both jobs are far 

trickier than they first seem!  

Chicks are pretty demanding and can be quite  vocal 

when they want attention. Mr O’Connell was very re-

lieved when they finally moved out of our  living room. 

The bricks had to be barrowed up (as they were rather 

heavy), the ground dug out and levelled and I then 

needed to use a piece of string stretched out to create 

a straight line before I could start to lay the bricks. They 

were used to create an edge to my rather parched 

lawn before laying a shingle pathway. This was the first 

of several projects involving bricks.                                  

Mr O’Connell was far more impressed by this than the 

arrival of my chicks! 

Bricklaying & Chick Raising 



Mrs Millgate says, ‘One of the things I've 

missed enormously has been going to the 

gym.  As such, I've had to find lots of other 

ways to keep fit during the lockdown. I started 

off doing the daily Joe Wicks exercises, I've 

cycled when the weather is nice (although 

I've yet to come across Mrs Basham), gone for 

long walks, and even (shock, horror) gone 

running! I found some really hard (and quite 

funny) Tabata classes online and also down-

loaded some Davina workouts, I especially 

enjoy the boxercise ones.   Now that lock-

down has eased a little I'm able to have 

weekly training sessions with a Personal Trainer 

in the fields local to where I live and have re-

started weight training.  We do each set of 

exercises 3 times with 12 reps, and do total 

body workouts each session. Here I am per-

forming a perfect squat with a 17.5kg weight 

and then some Romanian deadlifts to row 

with two 10kg weights.  We end with a cardio 

blast and I have discovered that I still dislike 

burpees intensely. ‘ 

Mrs Millgate’s Fitness Regime 

Mrs Shinn says, ‘Whilst on lockdown my biggest achievement was getting all my girls 

out on bikes, although I did have to pay them in ice cream at our local farm shop! I 

have also been working on a blanket for my daughter's bedroom and enjoying some 

of her amazing baking! My dog has never been so walked and has slept a lot!  

Mrs Shinn—Baking, Biking & Crochet 



Miss Miller says, ‘Our favourite sunny day, 

lockdown pastime!  My daughter and I 

playing badminton in the garden.’ 

 

In addition to this, Miss Miller has been out 

walking (some of you may have spotted 

her) and doing some rather long bike 

rides—including a 43 mile one! 

 

She’s done well to fit all of this in as unlike 

the rest of us, Miss Miller has been in 

school practically every day of lockdown 

working away on all the important stuff 

that keeps school running even when 

we’re working remotely. Luckily she’s an 

early riser! 

Miss Miller—Badminton Skills 

Mrs Sarti says, ‘I’ve learned to read 

an ordnance survey map properly, 

so that we can explore local foot-

paths on lovely long walks. I have 

also learned to identify different 

trees and birdsong. ‘ 

Mrs Sarti — Exploring the Outdoors 

‘And I finally finished knitting a rainbow jumper for                      

my granddaughter!’ 

 

 

Final word from Mrs O’Connell—Thank you to all the staff for 

your contributions and to all the children who have provid-

ed the inspiration by sharing your incredible photos with us 

each week. You are all doing an amazing job. Keep it up! 


