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Contacting us at Belchamp St Paul Primary 

To make it easier for parents, we have added email addresses for you to use 

if you’d like to contact us.  

As a guide…  

For any general enquiry, to report an absence or to get in touch with the 

Office, please use admin@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk. If you’re not sure 

which address to use or need a quick response, use this one.  

To get in touch with Mrs Sarti directly, please use:                                                              

head@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk          

To get in touch with Mrs O’Connell, you can use: 

doconnell@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk 

To contact our SENCO, Ms Stuart, you can use: 

kirsty.stuart@ridgewell.essex.sch.uk  

Dates for the Diary 

Fri 7th February–       

School Disco 

Wed 12th February–          

Norway Day 

February 17th—21st     

Half-Term  

Mon 24th February —  

Non-pupil day 

Wed 26th February– Ash 

Wednesday Service 

Wed 18th March -Class 2 

trip to Warner Bros Studios 

Wednesday 1st April—

Easter Service 2pm 

Thurs 2nd April—Whole 

School Cross Country 

6th April—17th April -

Easter Break 

Dance Club steps it up! 

This year’s dance club members have   

successfully learnt their routine in record 

time and have now moved on to a sec-

ond dance.  It’s just possible that this could 

be the first year  ever in which dance club 

performs two numbers at the summer fete! 

Taking their inspiration from Patrick Swayze 

and Jennifer Grey, the children have      

almost mastered the famous routine       

including a rather impressive lift.  All being 

well, they will showcase this dance in May. 

Their second routine is a fast-paced cha-cha-cha. There are a lot of 

steps to remember and the pressure’s on, but their dance coaches,  

Isabel & Holly, both former members of Belchamp Dance Club, are 

confident that this particular group have it in them! 

Please                  

be aware... 

All children should    

arrive at school by  

8.55 at the latest. This 

ensures a smooth 

start  to the day and 

minimises disruption. 

We welcome children 

in school from 8.40 

and use this time to 

offer additional sup-

port, complete work, 

and do corrections.  

It’s a really valuable 

time! 

Children arriving after 

9 o’clock will be 

marked as late in the 

register. 

https://www.belchampstpaulschool.co.uk/
mailto:head@belchamp-st-paul.essex.sch.uk


The Big Bird Watch 

 

Children in Forest School have been supporting the RSPB this past week 

with the ‘Big Bird Watch.’  In addition to watching out for all the different 

birds and carefully recording the information, children have also been 

busy making birds out of paper plates. 

Freddie, Grace and Florence in reception all made robins, while Evie decided to go for a multi-

coloured one! In Year 1 several children opted to make blackbirds including Thomas, Daisy and 

Evelyn.  

According to Thomas, it was really fun. Evelyn added, “My bird is really nice and shiny because 

I kept on painting it and painting it!” It sounds wonderful Evelyn; I can’t wait to see it. 

The paper plate birds are still ‘works in progress’ at the moment, but I’m hopeful that they will 

be winging their way home in the reasonably near future for parents to enjoy. 

 

 

 

Lost Property 

The lost property mountain is steadily growing again and we would therefore be grateful if 

you could help us out by ensuring that all items of clothing are clearly named. We appreci-

ate that sewing in labels can be time consuming, but even just adding initials with a sharpie 

makes it far easier to return clothes to the correct owner.  This will hopefully reduce the need 

to repurchase lost items as we appreciate how frustrating this is for parents. 

Creepy Crawlies 

Reception were on the lookout for mini-beasts this week and managed to find quite a few de-

spite the inclement weather. A small number of eight-legged creatures even crept into the  

classroom.  

Fortunately, these were friendly spiders and they have in fact been helping the children learn 

all about the number eight. 

 

 



Fair Trade Feast 

Next Friday, 14th February, children in Class 3 will be enjoying a Fair Trade feast. As part 

of their geography topic, they have been learning all about sustainable farming, small 

scale production, food sourcing and distribution. It’s all been a bit of an eye-opener 

and it’s fair to say that the children now have a far greater understanding of where 

their food comes from and an appreciation for the farmers who produce it, often      

making very little money on their crop.  

In order to support the Fair Trade initiative, children are bringing in a selection of prod-

ucts with which to make some healthy smoothies, fruit kebabs and may even taste a 

little Fair Trade chocolate.  Perhaps I’ll pop into Class 3 myself on Friday, just to check 

how it’s all going! 

 

 

 

 

Potter Mania 

 

 

 

 

If you have a child in Class 2, you might just have heard the name ‘Harry Potter’     

mentioned a few times in recent weeks. However, please be prepared for it all to step 

up a notch or two as we head towards March.  

Having recently completed units on science and RE, we are now travelling full steam 

ahead on a metaphorical journey to Hogwarts.  We are currently nine chapters into the 

book and have enjoyed a number of film clips along the way. However there is a lot 

more to get through, not least a trip to Warner Bros Studios. 

Children have already written instructions on ‘How to get to Hogwarts’ and have just 

completed some incredible character descriptions about the Potions Master, Professor 

Snape. There is some script writing coming up based on an important scene from the 

book and shortly after that we will be writing an explanation text on the game of    

quidditch, before moving on to the truth about mandrakes and writing spells.  

You have been warned!  



Our New Prefects 

We are absolutely delighted to announce that we have appointed our first prefects.  

We had some fantastic candidates to choose from, but decided that Fletcher in Year 6 

and Isabella in Year 4 already possessed all the right attributes for the job.  

They have been kept very busy helping out around the school, talking to visitors and 

supporting teachers in their roles. They have both shown incredible maturity and taken 

on the additional responsibilities without complaint. I’m very proud of them both! 

Hopefully it won’t be too long before we are in a position to appoint a few more.  

 

 

 

School Improvements 

Under the leadership of our new Executive Head, Mrs Sarti, staff have been working 

hard to improve the school environment, along with a number of other things which we 

will share with you in coming weeks. Hopefully your children have noticed and begun to 

comment on a few of the changes taking place, especially in Class 1.  

Last week saw some major reorganisation of resources and furniture, giving the class-

room a more welcoming and open feel. While some of the important work was taking 

place, Class 1 enjoyed a delicious teddy’s bear in our library space. 

In fact, this is the next focus for improvement. During the half-term holidays, our central 

area is going to be repainted. As you will appreciate this is a major project, but one 

which we believe will enhance the children’s learning space and hopefully create a 

sense of pride in our school.  The facilities management company, Mitie, kindly donated 

40 litres of paint to enable this work and allow us to save more of our money for other 

school projects. 

If you have a trade or a means of accessing free       

resources which might help our renovation of the 

school environment, please get in touch. We are a 

small school with limited funds, but we know we are 

part of a very generous and supportive community. If 

you feel you have something to offer,  we’d love to 

hear from you!            Mrs O’Connell 


